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Leatherhead Hockey Club believes that:

· The safety and welfare of children should always be of paramount importance, whatever the circumstances

· Everybody with a role in working with children has a moral and legal responsibility to safeguard and promote a child’s welfare particularly where it comes to protecting children from any sort of abuse

Leatherhead Hockey Club:

· Has therefore adopted this Child Protection Policy to ensure that the welfare and safety of children in our care is always our primary consideration

· Is committed to providing an environment where children can safely learn about, participate in and enjoy hockey

· Understands it is not their responsibility to determine if child abuse is occurring but it is their responsibility to act upon and report any concerns

· Will ensure that all suspicions and allegations are treated seriously and managed swiftly by the Club

· Will assist people at the Club to remain up to date with the latest child protection advice

· Will carry out risk assessments to ensure the safety of young people

The Policy is based on the following three principles:

· A child’s welfare is the paramount consideration.
· A child, regardless of age, ability, gender, racial origin, religious belief and sexual orientation has a right to be protected
· The rights, dignity and worth of a child should always be respected
The Children Act 1989 states that anyone who is involved in the care of children should “do what is reasonable in the circumstances for the purpose of safeguarding or promoting the child’s welfare.”
